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Publishers Note 


Dear Readers, 


Islam is the religion of truth revealed for the benefit of 
mankind for all times, all nations and all places. Islam 
regulates the course of life to bring peace in this world and 
eternal success in the Hereafter. 


In this book, all the important and fundamental aspects 
of Islam are described in an easy form of questions and 
answers so that the basic concept may be inscribed in the 
minds of the readers. 


Darussalam feels great pleasure and honor in 
publishing this book according to its high traditions and 
standards. I am _ especially thankful to Mr. Shakil Ahmad 
As-Salafi, Hafiz Abdul Matin Rashid, Mr. Azmat Ullah, 
Mr. Ameen Arman, Mr. Ageel Walker and Dar Al-Khair 
of Jeddah for the special tasks of translation, title making, 
pasting, composing, proofreading and checking it with the 
original Arabic Book written by Mr. Muhammad bin Jamil 
Zino. 


Abdul Malik Mujahid 


General Manager 
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In the Name of Allah, 
The Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful 


All praise is due to Allah, we praise Him and seek His 
help, and beg His forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allah 
from the evil of our souls and from the wickedness of our 
deeds. Whoever is guided by Allah cannot be led astray, 
and whoever He leads astray will find no one to guide 
him. 

I bear witness that none has the right to be worshipped 
but Allah, Who has no partner, and I bear witness that 
Muhammad is His servant and Messenger. 


These are some important questions about Islamic 
Doctrine which I have answered, mentioning the proof- 
texts from the Qur’an and correct and authenticated 
Ahddith (true traditions and sayings of the Prophet 38) so 
that the reader may be satisfied with the correctness of the 
answers. This is necessary because the Doctrine of Allah’s 
Tawhid (Monotheism, Oneness) is the foundation of man’s 
happiness in this world and in the Hereafter. 


I ask Allah to benefit the Muslims with this work and to 
make it purely for His sake. 


Muhammad bin Jamil Zino 
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I. THE PILLARS OF ISLAM 


Q.1 The Angel Gabriel (Jibreel) said: “Oh 
Muhammad, tell me about Islam.” 


A. — The Prophet # answered: Islam is: 


1. To bear witness that none has the right to be 
worshipped but Allah and that Muhammad is the 
Messenger of Allah (and that he was sent by 
Allah to teach us His religion). 


2. And to establish As-Saldh (prayer) — (that is to 
perform it correctly with sincerity and humility). 


3. And to pay Az-Zakah.' 


4. And to observe Sawm (fasting) during the month 
of Ramadhan — (by avoiding food, drink and 
sexual intercourse from dawn to dusk). 


5. And to perform Hajj (to make pilgrimage to the 
House of Allah — the Sacred Mosque at 
Makkah where the Ka‘bah is located) if he is 
able to do so (i.e. make the journey). 


(Muslim) 


' A certain fixed portion of the wealth and each and every kind of 


property liable to Az-Zakah owned by a Muslim to be paid yearly for 
the benefit of the poor in the Muslim community. The payment of 
Az-ZakGh is obligatory, as it is one of the five pillars of Islam. 
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Il. THE PILLARS OF FAITH 


Q.1 The angel Gabriel (Jibreel) then said: “Tell me 
about Iman (Faith).” 


A. The Prophet 38 answered: “Faith is to believe in: 
1. Allah 


[That He is the Creator and that only He has the 
right to be worshipped, and that He has Names 
and Attributes (referred to in the Qur’dn and 
Sunnah) and that: 


qc Lil 585 3.8 et tS SI > 


— ~~ 


‘There is nothing like unto Him and He is the 
All-Hearer, All-Seer.’ (42:11)] 

2. His Angels 
(Creatures made of light, invisible to us, and 
created by Allah. They perform certain duties 
assigned to them.) 

3. His Books 
(The Torah, the Gospel, the Psalms, and the 
Qur’an which confirms and fulfills them.) 

4. His Messengers 
[The Prophets sent to mankind. The first of the 
Messengers was Noah and the last was 
Muhammad (peace be upon them all). ] 

5. The Final Day 


(The Day of Resurrection when mankind will 
be judged.) 
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6. And to believe in Allah’s Decree (Qadar), both 
the good and the evil thereof. 


(To be content with the fate which Allah has 
decreed for us, while taking the precautions and 


seeking the legal causes that lead to the desired 
purpose.)” 


(Muslim) 
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Q.1 


Q.2 


Il. HUMAN BEINGS’ DUTY TO ALLAH 


Why has Allah created us? 


Allah has created us to worship Him alone and to 
worship none other besides Him. The proof is 
Allah’s saying: 


estes SAGES > 


& 


“And I (Allah) created not the jinns and humans 
except that they should worship Me (Alone).” 
(51:56) 


The Prophet # said: 

. Ke V5 co gt at otal Je ai > 
[ole is) ye 

“Mankind’s duty to Allah is to worship Him alone 


and not associate anything as a partner with Him.” 
(Al-Bukhdri and Muslim) 


What is worship? 


Worship is a comprehensive term which includes 
all sayings and actions which are loved by Allah 
and pleasing to Him; such as invocation, As-Salah 
(prayer), humbling oneself before Him, etc. As 
Allah, the All-Mighty says: 


CIN SASS ES SGI YF > 


“Say (Oh Muhammad #): Verily, my Salah 


(prayer), my sacrifice, my living, and my dying are 
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for Allah, the Lord of the ‘A/amin (mankind, jinns 
and all that exists).” (6:162) 


The Prophet 38 said: “Allah says: 
Ls gh ES gat gE Lp 
(Pace wh Be. oye 99 ee 
[ees ges Cys] tale C7 


‘My slave does not draw near to Me with anything 
more beloved to Me than what I have enjoined 
upon him.’” (Al-Bukhdri) 


How do we worship Allah? 


We worship Him as He and His Messenger 3 have 
commanded, as Allah says: 


ES SAS Wah SL i ot le > 
(xis 


“Oh you who believe! Obey Allah, and obey the 
Messenger (Muhammad 3%) and render not vain 


your deeds.” (47:33) 
The Prophet 3 said: 


35 5 USI le Gd ae ae 
[abi 05] 


“Whoever does any deed (in religion) which our 
matter is not in accordance with, it is rejected.” 
(Muslim) 
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Q.4 


Q.5 


Should we worship Allah with fear and hope? 


Yes, that is how we should worship Him as He has 
commanded His servants: 


e “7 Go 

40565 9 \9 > ° 6 ely % 
**...And invoke Him with fear and hope...” (7:56) 
The Prophet # said: 
(3415 Jf 41931 CON ia 4 3615 Meh a Sih 
“T beseech Allah to grant me Paradise, and I seek 
refuge in Him from the Hell-fire.” (Abu Dawid) 
What is Ihsan (perfection in worship)? 


Ihsan (perfection in worship) is to be conscious of 
Allah during worship. As Allah said: 


Ary, 


ise 5 EAS, OF 58 Oe DUG col 


“Who sees you (Oh Muhammad #8) when you stand 
up (alone at night for Zahajjud prayer). And your 
movements among those who fall prostrate (along 
with you to Allah in the five compulsory 
congregational prayers).” (26:218, 219) 


The Prophet # said: 

SS Ob le bis an 355 Olam YI 
[ies 255] (IGS le al 

“Thsdn (Perfection in ecanei is to worship Allah 

as if you are seeing Him, and even though you 


cannot see Him, verily He is seeing you.” (Muslim) 
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Q.1 
A. 


Q.2 


IV. FORMS AND BENEFITS OF TAWHID 


Why did Allah send the Prophets? 


He sent them to call mankind to His worship and to 
reject the worship of anything besides Allah, as the 
All-Mighty says: 


Apo 4 


el NY ye) al Je 3 Cie ial > 

Ce, oil Se 
“And verily, We have sent among every Ummah 
(community, nation) a Messenger (proclaiming): 
‘Worship Allah (alone), and avoid (or keep away 


from) Tdghit (all false deities, etc.; do not worship 
Taghit besides Allah)’...” (16:36) 


The Prophet 3 said, 


ra 
at 


— 


7 ¥-< - az ~ €@ — 1 ae . 2 og - 
(ache Ge Shas oly eee . 85>] LSID 
“The Prophets are brothers...their religion is one.” 
(Al-Bukhdri and Muslim) 


What is the affirmation of Allah’s Oneness as 
Lord? (Tawhid Ar-Rubibiyyah) 


It is to affirm the uniqueness and exclusiveness of 
His works, creation and direction of the affairs (of 
the universe), etc. 


As Allah, the All-Mighty says: 
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Q.3 


“All the praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the 
‘Alamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists).” (1:1) 


The Prophet 3 said: 

[ale G4] C..o5NG eI 45 Ech 
“You are the Lord of the Heavens and the Earth...” 
(Al-Bukhdri and Muslim) 


What is the affirmation of Allah’s Oneness as 
the Only One to be worshipped? (Tawhid AI- 
Ulithiyyah) 


It is to devote to Him exclusively all our worship 
like; supplications, invocations, sacrifice, vows, 
prayer, hope, fear, seeking help, trust, etc. As Allah 
Says: 


$ 42 eM gc5 CSN Sa ad] Jj % SJ 25 “05 SI5 > 


“And your //ah (God) is One [lah (God — Allah) La 
ilaha illa Huwa (there is none who has the right to 
be worshipped but He), the Most Beneficent, the 
Most Merciful.” (2:163) 


The Prophet 3 said: 


Vy HY SF 55g ly 34525 & O5f Yc 
[ale Gide] abl 


“Let the first thing you invite them to do is to 
testify that none has the right to be worshipped but 
Allah.” 
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Q.4 


MAI NF OF LSP GE By Bs 


be 


In another version in Al-Bukhdri: “...to assert 
Allah’s Oneness.” (Al-BukhdGri and Muslin 


What is the affirmation of Allah’s Names and 
Attributes? (Tawhid Al-Asma’ was-Siffat) 


It is to affirm Allah’s Attributes as He Himself 
described them in His Book and as His Messenger 
4 described Him (Allah) in the authentic Ahddith. 
It is to believe that they are true, without explaining 
them by other than their real meaning (7a’wil), 
anthropomorphizing them (T7ajsim), comparing 
them to the creation (7amthil), negating them 
(Ta ‘til) or attempting to explain how they are 
(Takyif). 

Such as the matter of (His) ascension (above the 
Throne), or (His) descent (to the first heaven) or 
(His) Hand, which are appropriate for Allah’s 
Perfection. 


Allah says: 
Cra ettl AAES Sp 


“There is nothing like unto Him and He is the All- 
Hearer, the All-Seer.” (42:11) 


The Prophet 3 said: 
«SAS ol is Jd Js gig) 


“7 ¥ 6 


raced 3 ol9) 9 eee 
“Allah descends each night to the first heaven.” 
(Ahmad and it is authentic) 
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Q.5 


Q.6 


(That is: He descends in a way befitting His 
Majesty, which is unlike the action of any of His 
creations.) 


Where is Allah? 


Allah is over the Throne (which is) above the 
(seventh) heaven. As Allah says: 


dN BALIN 


“The Most Beneficent (Allah) /stawd (rose over) 
the (Mighty) Throne (in a manner that suits His 
Majesty).” (20:5) 


(That is: He raised Himself above it.) 
The Prophet 38 said: 


Pr -eve eee. °% er ane -y 3 
8... GSI GES ol JS Ges Ces tn Sy 
[és 50155] ( till 3 ode CS 


“Allah wrote out (all things) in a Book before He 
created the creation...it is written with Him above 
the Throne.” (A/-Bukhdri) 


Is Allah with us? 


Allah is with us through His Knowledge (of all 
things). He hears and sees us, as He says: 


“4-7 Br os an ae 


dosh CITES Sl FEY IG > 


“He (Allah) said: Fear not. Verily, Iam with you 
both, Hearing and Seeing.” (20:46) 
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Q.7 


The Prophet # said: 


(ale, dG) (5a AGES es O56 Xi) 
Cet 2455] 


*’.. You call upon the One Who hears, Who is near, 
and is with you (i.e. through His Knowledge).” 
(Muslim) 


What is the benefit of affirming Allah’s Oneness 
(Tawhid)? 


It is salvation from eternal punishment in the 
Hereafter, right guidance in this world, and 
forgiveness for sins. Allah, the All-Mighty says: 


a <4 ae 27 “se A 
oN A $ iss ibs aged oul Bs yale é Sait 
a a of 2 
‘O94 ey 
“Tt is those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah 
and worship none but Him alone) and they do not 
mix their belief with Dhulm (wrong, i.e. by 
worshipping others besides Allah), for them (only) 
there is security and they are guided.” (6:82) 


The Prophet 3 said: 
Ss es e e) 443 - °% , ey " e ew 
a SY oye Sd Y ol atl le otal Goo 


“ 


aa 4S 


[ale |; je] «ELS 


“The slaves’ right on Allah is that He will not 
punish those who do not associate anything as a 
partner with Him.” (4/-Bukhdri and Muslim) 


17 


Www.IslamicBooks.Website 


V. | CONDITIONS FOR ALLAH’S 
ACCEPTANCE OF OUR DEEDS 


Q.1 What are the conditions for the acceptance of 
our deeds? 


A. They are three: 


1. Belief (Faith) in Allah and affirmation of His 
Oneness, as Allah says: 


So th PRG oo 0a 77 Ogs7 7 Gag 
CES ph oh Wall UyLey igale cyl 8 } 
ZFS oe 54 
43> oval 
“Verily! Those who believe (in the Oneness of 
Allah — Islamic Monotheism) and do righteous 


deeds, shall have the Gardens of A/-Firdaws 
(Paradise) for their entertainment.” (18:107) 


The Prophet 3¢ said: 


F142 Fivc © wm 0 2% ’ “a7 
[tive ols] K Aine Vas aul ae | je 
“Say: ‘I believe in Allah and thereafter, be 


upright (i.e. consistent obedience to Allah and 
performing of good deeds).” 


2. Sincerity (/khlds), which is to do deeds for 
Allah’s sake only, neither seeking praise from 
fellow-beings, nor to have repute among them. 
Allah says: 


4558 Sr le all 256 } 
“So, call you (Oh Muhammad # and the 
believers) upon (or invoke) Allah, making 


(your) worship pure for Him (alone) (by 
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worshipping none but Him and by doing 
religious deeds sincerely for Allah’s sake only 
and not to show off and not to set up rivals with 
Him in worship).” (40:14) 


The Prophet # said: 
(25S 55 Labs HY] OU) VOG Gy 


Keer A “95 a] 
“Whoever sincerely testifies that none has the 
right to be worshipped but Allah shall enter 
Paradise.” (Al-Bazzdr and others, and it is 
authentic. ) 


3. That they should be in accordance with the 
teachings of Allah’s Messenger 3%, as Allah 
says: 


7“ for oe a a xen ete" 
igh 3 ej oyp Sedo SOS Ty 
“..And whatsoever the Messenger 


(Muhammad #) gives you, take it, and 
whatsoever he forbids you, abstain (from it)...” 
(59:7) 


The Prophet 3 said: 
35 3 UA ale GI ae hue ino 
Ce 95] (S588 wae ae 


“Whoever does any deed (in religion) which 


our matter is not in accordance with, it is 
rejected.” (Muslim) 


[That is: it will not be accepted (by Allah). ] 
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VI. 


Q.1 


MAJOR SHIRK (ASH-SHIRK AL-AKBARY” 
AND ITS MANIFESTATIONS 


What is major Shirk? 


It is to devote any of the forms of worship to another 
besides Allah, such as supplication, invocation, 
sacrifice, etc. The proof is Allah’s saying: 


Hic cere Fhe ae oper 2 ce doh ite 
Jhb ELS os Seay eas YU. 1399 ot FS Vi be 
€Erobbst G2 (3) 


“And invoke not besides Allah, any that neither 
profit you, nor harm you, but if (in case) you did 
so, you shall certainly be one of the Dhdlimin 


(polytheists and wrongdoers).” (10:106) 
The Prophet # said: 


al 7 4. 4 as . Pe: tae yt 
CRUG Gy8e5 aL Say s sesh *csh 
Si ain oft A ee 

[eles ols] (9 5 ol gts 


“The greatest sins are joining others with Allah in 
worship, disobedience to parents and to give false 


evidence.” (Muslim) 


What is the greatest sin with Allah? 

The greatest sin with Allah is to commit major 
Shirk. The proof is Allah’s saying in which He 
recalls the words of Luqmdan to his son, 


2 Shirk implies ascribing partners to Allah by worshipping others 


besides Him or ascribing divine attributes to others besides Him, 
and believing that the source of power, harm, and blessings comes 
from another besides Allah. 
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Grr- Mi wing 


(2s TU Gal oy i BBV 


“Oh my son! Do not associate partners with Allah. 
Verily, associating partners with Allah is great 
Dhulm (wrong) indeed.” (31:13) 


When Allah’s Messenger 38 was asked which is the 
greatest sin, he answered: 

[ale (24) Tories BS las ai [aos Sh 
“To ascribe partners with Allah even though He 
alone created you.” (Al/-Bukhdri and Muslim) 

Does Shirk exist among Muslims today? 


Yes, it does exist. The proof is Allah’s saying: 


$5 St Ayal aAeet he splay 


“And most of them believe not in Allah, except that 


they attribute partners (unto Him, i.e. they are 
Mushrikin — polytheists).” (12:106) 


The rae 3 said: 
I iS pai GELS a zY 
tom" al 


“The Doomsday will not occur until some tribes of 
my Ummah (islamic nation) have joined the 
idolaters and until idols will be worshipped (among 
them).” (At-Tirmidhi, and it is authentic.) 


aan 1199 Ameo Yi Sad 
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Q.4 


What is the ruling concerning praying 
(supplicating) to the dead or those who are 
absent? 


Praying to them is a form of major Shirk, as Allah says: 


- Sr Arey Agere “ Bebpy on oa 
Sense ye GSS SU al 65 
“Invoke not with Allah another J/ah (god) lest you 


be among those who receive the punishment.” 
(26:213) 


The Prophet 38 said, 
GEN 5S 155 al O53 Fe 52h 40g OL Gy 
[a,b 2155 1 

“Whoever dies while he is calling upon another besides 
Allah shall enter the Hell-fire.” (A/-Bukhdri) 

Is supplication a form of worship? 


Yes, supplication is worship, as Allah says: 
Geog “s a“ » wwe of eg eg 

SN OS CoStl GS es Ils} 
7877 744 av or MK BOs or 
hp BIA byl I Se Se OY SES 
“And your Lord said: Invoke Me (ask Me for what 
you need), I will respond to your (invocation). 
Verily those who scorn My worship (i.e. do not 


invoke Me) they will surely enter Hell in 
humiliation!” (40:60) 


The Prophet 3 said: 
Ae © €or Ee » 92 os aie te 5 oa ve 
[eee oo JL, sieisl ols] (SoCaJI - ele asly 
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“Supplication is worship.” (At-Tirmidhi, and it is 
good and authentic.) 


Q.6 Do the dead hear our supplications? 
A. No, they do not hear, as Allah said: 
Das? Gms 
€ 5, dx gett ley ® 
“...But you cannot make hear those who are in the 


graves.” (35:22) 


Ibn ‘Umar # said: The Prophet # stood at the 
graves of the idolaters at Badr and recited, 


aoe 2 e-a- PHP Oe 4 422 2747 
€ SSS) 565 ton S48 3 
*“'..90 have you found true what your Lord 
promised (warnings, etc.)?” (7:44) 
Then he said, 


«yt EE ge sa Te 9 46 
» LD GP rene OY oe! 


“Verily they hear what I am saying now.” 


When this was mentioned to ‘Aishah yx 4 .2,, she 
said: The Prophet 38 only said, 


CSM a sal bis wal aad bel OW gp 


“Now they certainly know that what I used to tell 
them was the truth.” 


Cort? ¢ 


She then recited (this verse): €5,3 | QeYe bi \> 
“You cannot make the dead to hear...” (27:80) 
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a 


FS bl Bel sel gulp bbs ly 


jade 


ee dais Maca Ls ‘3 


a Fey x 


[ sobbed oly] (IDG 


Qatadah, the narrator of this Hadith (from Ibn 
‘Umar) said: “Allah brought them to life to make 
them hear the words of the Prophet as a rebuke, 
humiliation, punishment, grief and remorse.” (A/- 
Bukhari) 

This Hadith teaches: 


1. That these idolaters slain (at Badr) were caused to hear 
temporarily by the Order of Allah. This is proven by 
the Prophet’s ang 

Co econ ‘neon OY ~e) 

“Verily they can hear now...”, which implies that later 

they will no longer hear, as Satie the narrator of 

the Hadith said: “Allah brought them to life to make 
them hear his (the Prophet’s) words as a rebuke and 
humiliation...” 


2. ‘Aishah’s refutation of Ibn ‘Umar’s version that the 
Prophet 3 did not say: 


65215 OY! 2 “op Jie-ch WOR 


“They hear” but rather he said, “Now they certainly 
know” was based on the verse: 


45,S145 SY obl > 


24 


Www.IslamicBooks.Website 


“Verily, you cannot make the dead to hear...” (27:80) 


3. The versions of Ibn ‘Umar and ‘Aishah can be 
reconciled in the following manner: 


The fact is that the dead cannot hear, as is plainly 
stated in the Qur’4n. However Allah brought to life the 
idolaters slain (at Badr) miraculously for the 
Messenger’s sake, so that they could hear him —as 


Qatadah, the narrator of the Hadith states — and Allah 
knows best. 
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Vil. TYPES OF MAJOR SHIRK 


Q.7 Should we seek help from those who are dead, 
or from those who are not present? 


A. No, we should not seek their help, rather we should 
seek the help of Allah, as He says: 


S%od opr go - Ader ~ 


ODyile pas Ee Ogi Y 4 25> ca dso a 
SA Ao 7 27 47 = 5 iy oe 
$c fan o0 ov ns syns le o¢ ee 
“Those whom they (the idolaters) invoke besides 
Allah have not created anything, but are themselves 


created. (They are) dead, lifeless, and they know 
not when they will be raised up.” (16:20,21) 


a Od aa 8 ee a ee 
“(Remember) when you sought help of your Lord 
and He answered you.” (8:9) 

The Prophet #8 prayed: 
3 nah @ * 5 a re ee 
( Oa har ys : ss UL is U» 
[ide 0155 Ce] 
“Oh Ever-Living, Self-Subsistent, upon Whom all 


depend, I seek help by Your Mercy.” (At-Tirmidhi, 
and it is good.) 


Q.8 Is it permitted to seek help from any other 
besides Allah? 


A. No, it is not permitted. The evidence is Allah’s 
saying: 
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Q.9 


APO? & 


42 2 SIX SAG > 


“You (alone) we worship, and You (alone) we ask 
for help (for each and every thing).” (1:5) 
The Prophet # said: 


Obl S806 Cis by ail JG Gils bpp 


ee 


[Ate Se S65 Sin ZN 2155] 


“If you ask, ask of Allah, if you seek help, seek 
help from Allah.” (At-Tirmidhi, who said it is good 
and authentic.) 


May we seek help from the living? 


Yes, in the matters in which they are able (to help), 
as Allah says: 


Chto S13; (9135 
“'..And help one another in A/-Birr (goodness, 


virtue) and At-Tagwa (righteousness and piety)...” 
(5:2) 


The Prophet 3 said: 
cod LSS OLS La cll OFS (5 hl 
[ales 255] «atl oye 


“Allah helps His servant as long as the servant 
helps his brother.” (Muslim) 
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Q.10 Is it permitted to swear oaths (make vows) to 
any other besides in the Name of Allah? 


A. No, it is not permitted to swear oaths except in 
Allah’s Name, as Allah mentions the words of 
Mary’s mother: 

iA gli SUI ESS N55 > 
“Oh my Lord! I have vowed to You what (the child 
that) is in my womb to be dedicated for Your 


services (free from all worldly work; to serve Your 
Place of worship).” (3:35) 


The Prophet 38 said: 

Sf 585 45 ARLE Wr tke Of 515 So 
[és jel 2155] (ayary SG 6 any 

“Whoever vows to obey Allah should obey Him, 


and whoever vows to disobey Him should not 
disobey Him.” (Al-Bukhdri) 


Q.11 Is it permitted to sacrifice in any name besides 
the Name of Allah? 


A. No, it is not permitted. The proof is Allah’s saying: 
421) Js & 


“So turn in prayer to your Lord and sacrifice (to 
Him only).” (108:2) 

(To sacrifice is to slaughter an animal for food in 
Allah’s Name.) 
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The Prophet # said: 

Coke ol5] abl ca O53 Ue Sl Sap 
“Allah curses whoever sacrifices (or slaughters) in 
any name other than Allah.” (Muslim) 


Q.12 Is it permitted to circumambulate any other 
structure besides the Ka‘bah? 


A. No, it is not permitted to circumambulate any other 
structure besides the Ka‘bah, as Allah says: 


“Pa ovr oS< Ce ov 
5 eb, 
“',.And circumambulate the Ancient House (the 
Ka‘bah in Makkah).” (22:29) 
The Prophet 3 said: 
FS OS 555 deg ES ety Gb Ya 


[arle ohh ol95 roe] (ao ) 


“Whoever circumambulates the House (the 
Ka‘bah) seven times and (then) prays two rak ‘ahs 
(units) of Salah (prayer), it is as if he has freed a 
slave.” (Jbn Majah, and‘it is authentic.) 


Q.13 What is the ruling in Islam concerning (the 
practice of) magic/sorcery? 


A. The practice of magic/sorcery is considered 
rejection of faith (Kur), as Allah said: 


CFM FL Spl IS ab ENTS > 
“...But the devils disbelieved, teaching men 
magic...” (2:102) 
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Q.14 


A. 


Q.15 
A. 


The Prophet 3 said: 
cdi MO eh A A 1 ee 
[abit 2155 E55] «... eee 


“Avoid the seven grave sins; associating partners 
with Allah, magic...” (Muslim) 


Should we believe the claims of fortunetellers 
and soothsayers? 


No, we should not believe them, as Allah says: 


Co, ¢ 


2 ai) Y\ Cra eA oGciil 33415 a Ye} 
“Say: ‘None in the heavens and the earth knows the 
Ghaib (unseen) except Allah...’” (27:65) 

The Prophet 3 said: 

Cf gee 4 2 et at Tig hee 
Las a5 as 4 agi ad Cals ie lo 
ise! ol9) a] aoe wise Jed 3h 
“Whoever goes to a fortuneteller or a soothsayer 
and believes what they say, has_ rejected (or 
disbelieved) what was revealed to Muhammad.” 
(Ahmad, and it is authentic.) 


Does anyone have knowledge of the unseen? 


No, no one but Allah alone has knowledge of the 
unseen. Allah says (referring to Himself): 


6... e py t a" aY 3) "<1 4- CBS tse 


“And with Him are the came of the Ghaib (all that is 
hidden), none knows them but He.” (6:59) 
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Q.16 


Q.17 


The Prophet 3 said: 

(églaall tig S51 Gail YI] Coal Ag 
“No one has knowledge of the unseen except 
Allah.” (At-Tabardni, and it is good.) 


What is the ruling in Islam concerning applying 
non-Islamic laws? 


Abiding by the laws which are contrary to Islam 
and accepting them as superior to Islamic Laws is a 
rejection of Faith (Kufr). Allah says: 


pS iAS ta Ke 335 


“And whoever does not judge by what Allah has 
revealed, such are the K@firiin (i.e. disbelievers — ofa 
lesser degree, as they do not act on Allah’s Laws.” (5:44) 


The Prophet # said: 
Lae 19 « dil ES wpa wee J 25) 


Sv 7.20% 


(gos ote ben bil oe dil J 3 

[ones a> la sale ol 9) pm] 
“When the leaders do not rule by Allah’s Book (Qur’an) 
and choose (laws and legislations) from that which Allah 


has revealed, Allah will cause conflict among them. (/bn 
Madjah and others, and it is good.) 


What if Satan tempts us with the question: 
“Who created Allah?” 


If Satan tempts you with this question you should 
seek refuge in Allah, as Allah says: 
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=5\ 


AY ail LEE 6S yk: :? A 3 > 


“And if an evil whisper from Satan tries to turn you 
away (Oh Muhammad 3%) (from doing good, etc.), 
then seek refuge in Allah. Verily, He is the All- 
Hearer, the All-Knower.” (41:36) 


Allah’s Messenger 3% taught us to resist Satan’s 
deceptions by saying: 


“ 


oJ hewall ail AST il aly ail Cea 
ast ius 2 1S aly Uy 5 «dh 


e * 2e 


ee (LUIS ob c5 Les oe 
LSI oi) (LE Lay Ws 56 city souls 
rr iis. ents & lec 3 BI inna)! nea 


(3513 
“I believe in Allah and His Messengers. He is 
Allah, (the) One. Allah As-Samad (The Self- 
Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures need). He 
begets not, nor was He begotten; and there is none 
co-equal or comparable to Him.” Then to spit over 
the left shoulder three times, then seek refuge from 
Satan and cease (whatever is causing you doubt). 
Then verily this (evil prompting) will go away. 
(Summary of Ahddith collected by Al-Bukhdri, 
Muslim, Ahmad and Abu Déwiid.) 
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One should say in response to this question that 
Allah is the Creator and that He has not been 
created. To make this easier to understand, we may 
say for example: 


One comes before two, and nothing (zero, which is 
nothing) comes before one. Allah is One, and 
nothing comes before Him. As the Prophet 3 said: 


[aes 255) Gs 38 9G OS CT <u 


“Oh Allah, You are the First and there is nothing 
before You.” (Muslim) 


Q.18 What were the beliefs of the idolaters in Arabia 
before Islam? 


A. They used to pray to saints to earn their pleasure 
and intercession. Allah says (referring to their 


beliefs): 
os e Se ae oe % ¢ Ase Fee 
Y) PAS ATS cass oe Lael stl > 


27h 46 ~~ 
425 ail J) Gas 
“And those who take Aw/liyd’ (protectors and 


helpers) besides Him (say): ‘We worship them only 
that they may bring us near to Allah.’” (39:3) 


24n YG “aS 7 ere 


Yu aul W393 oe Ke 


mAs 


” i (fe Gees; rey: ae 
“And they worship besides Allah things that hurt 


them not, nor profit them, and they say: ‘These are 
our intercessors with Allah.’” (10:18) 
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eee o 


Q.19 


Some Muslims also seek the intercession of saints, 
thus imitating the idolaters. 
How do we eliminate (all traces of) Shirk? 


Shirk cannot be completely eliminated unless we 
exclude the following: 


The belief that others share in Allah’s works, such 
as the (Swf?) belief that there are men called Outub 
(43) who regulate the universe, even though Allah 
asked the idolaters: 


eaheee es $F aul YY 
CN 5h 55 AYN 2s oA 


| “And who determines the affairs?’” They (the 


idolaters and polytheists) will say: Allah.” (10:31) 


The belief that others have the right to be 
worshipped, such as supplicating to the Prophets 
and saints for help, etc. Allah says: 


4\sch4 35 i YW Sei F 


“Say (Oh Muhammad 3): ‘I invoke only my Lord 
(Allah alone), and I associate none as partners 
along with Him.” (72:20) 


Allah’s Messenger 3 said: 

[fine Bot by SLB 255] GSK oe HEL 
“Supplication is worship.” (At-Tirmidhi who said it 
is good and authentic.) 
The belief that others share in Allah’s Attributes, 


such as the belief that the Prophets or saints have 
knowledge of the unseen. Allah says: 
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Q.20 


A. 


S66 owe Boe ae 2. ££ 0a ct 
NY CS YG GS g ZAG Y i> 


“Say: None in the heavens and the earth knows the 
Ghaib (unseen) except Allah.” (27:65) 
Anthropomorphism (Zashbih), comparing Allah’s 
Attributes to humans, such as one who says: There must 
be a mediator between humans and Allah, to whom we 
address our prayers, just as one cannot meet the ruler or a 
higher authority (ofa nation) except through a mediator. 
This is comparing the Creator to His creation, which is a 
form of Shirk. Allah says: 


(ital Ad 
“There is nothing like Him...” (42:11) 
Allah also says: 


2 A427 67364-4407 510-°%G M 2% =F 
in SN GSA ME SESS CLS } 
“If you join others in worship with Allah, (then) 


surely (all) your deeds will be in vain, and you will 
certainly be among the losers.” (39:65) 


If one repents and eliminates these practices of 
Shirk and worships Allah alone, he will once again 
become a true believer in the Oneness of Allah. Oh 
Allah, let us be among those who worship You 
alone, and do not make us be idolaters. 


What are the dangers and punishments of Ash- 
Shirk Al-Akbar? 


Ash-Shirk Al-Akbar condemns one to eternal 
damnation in Hell-fire, as Allah says: 
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Q.21 


ats EET ache Ail FS GS wih FES oA 25 > 
* “wet ed 

NN Be Seba 65 HG 

“Verily, whosoever sets up partners in worship with 
Allah, then Allah has forbidden Paradise for him, and the 


Fire will be his abode. And for the Dhdlimin (polytheists 
and wrongdoers) there are no helpers.” (5:72) 


The Prophet 3 said: 
(Abie 8155) GEN 5 Uh a 8S i od So 


“Whoever meets Allah associating anything with 
Him will enter the (Hell) Fire.” (Muslim) 
Are good deeds of any benefit to one who 
worships others besides Allah? 
No, good deeds are of no benefit to those who 
worship others besides Allah. Allah says 
concerning the Prophets: 
AR patt avs .2 e- ~ 770s °% 4- 

G6 MISE Che LSI SAN } 
“But if they had associated partners with Allah, all 
that they used to do would have been of no benefit 
to them.” (6:88) 


The Prophet 3 said: Allah says: 

e - “ “ eo. ° ¥e - © 2 ° a%% “~- 

Mes foe cp Si ge elSA cel Llp 
Ki a- pote em ae ti SS 
(4S "0g &SD Se 43 Coxe Stl 

[en 3155 Ed CIS] 

“IT have no need of partners. Whoever does any 

deed in which he associates partners with Me, I 


reject him and his Shirk (act of associating partners 
with Allah).” (Hadith Qudsi, reported by Muslim.) 
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Q.1 


VIII. MINOR SHIRK (ASH-SHIRK AL-ASGHAR) 
What is Ash-Shirk Al-Asghar? 


Minor Shirk (Ash-Shirk Al-Asghar) is to worship 
Allah so as to be seen by others. Allah says: 


Big AEN Ea Se el oS 36 BY 
44% 


“So whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord, 
let him work righteousness and associate none as a 
partner in the worship of his Lord.” (18:110) 


The Prophet 3 said: 


“~ 


Sao J 2s SEI Get bp 
[a2 255 Aino] EI 
“What I fear most for you all is Shirk Asghar 


(minor Shirk) — Ar-Riya’ (performing worship to be 
seen by others).” (Ahmad, and it is authentic.) 


Included in Ash-Shirk Al-Asghar is the saying: 


“Were it not for so-and-so, and it is Allah and so- 
and-so’s will.” 
The Prophet 3 said: 


A)33 5S OMG oj al L3G Rye Yp 


facet oly) re] O96 53 <3 o ais| cL wv 


“Do not say: ‘It is the Will of Allah and so-and-so,’ 
rather say, ‘It is the Will of Allah and then because 


of so-and-so.’” (Ahmad, and it is authentic.) 
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Q.2 Is it permitted to swear by other than Allah’s 
Name? 


A. No, it is not permitted to swear by another name 
besides Allah. Allah says: 


Shr I” ie 47 28 
5555 329ch Js d 
“Say: Yes! By my Lord, you will certainly be 
resurrected.” (64:7) 
The Prophet 3 said: 


(ST 2155 A) D5) Sa ail te GS 


“Whoever swears by anyone other than Allah, has 
associated partners with Allah (i.e. has committed 
Shirk).” (Ahmad, and it is authentic.) 


The Prophet 3 said: 
neh if dl a WE oe So 
[ale G24] 


“Whoever must take an oath should swear by Allah 
or keep silent (i.e. he should not swear).” (Al- 
Bukhari and Muslim) 


Swearing by the Prophets or saints is a major form 
of Shirk, if one believes that the saint has power to 
harm him. So we should refrain from taking such 
an oath, as this too is a major sin resulting in severe 
punishment. 


Q.3 Should we wear good luck charms (like a thread or 
ring) believing that they have healing powers? 
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Q.4 


No, we should not wear them, since Allah says: 
as o cap a we: 4 Ce ~ or “ 
6 Yd Blea Ke A ES old } 
“And if Allah touches you with harm, none can 
remove it but He.” (6:17) 


Hudhaifah saw a man wearing a thread (or bracelet) 
around his hand (or arm) to cure fever, so he cut the 
thread reciting Allah’s Words: 


4 


CES GY ail AES BUS D 


“And most of them believe not in Allah except that they 
attribute partners (unto Him) (i.e. they are Mushrikitin— 
polytheists).” (12:106) bn Abi Hatim) 


Should we attach beads or shells, etc., to our 
clothing to protect us from the evil eye? 


No, we should not do that for protection from the 
evil eye. Allah says: 
eo, g = Z ar C0 Ht ~ 0% 

4 Vd Olea Ki He WIZ als > 
“And if Allah touches you with harm, none can 
remove it but He.” (6:17) 

The Prophet 3% said: 


oa B® a 


‘ iy Ee OS, Sow SA Be 
[rar H0l35 xiao] (3) cI A148 donot cp) 


“Whoever wears an amulet has committed Shirk.” 
(Ahmad, and it is authentic.) 


(An amulet — any object worn with the belief that it 
provides spiritual protection.) 
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Q.1 


IX. INTERCESSION 


Through what may we seek intercession with 
Allah? 


1. The permitted and desired form of intercession is 
to supplicate to Him by His Names and Attributes, 
and by righteous deeds, and by seeking the 
blessings of the righteous (who are living). Allah 
says: 


phew ZOIST KOR SY CL 
“And (all) the Most Beautiful Names belong to 


Allah, so call on Him by them.” (7:180) 
Allah also says: 


-—# 


45 EG AAT aS te > 
“Oh you who believe! Fear Allah and seek the 
means of approach (Al-Waseelah) to Him.” (5:35) 


In his commentary on this verse Ibn Kathir 
mentioned a Hadith narrated by Qatadah that the 
Messenger 3 said: 


Z os PH ety “15 2 2 “4 RE «42 .F 
(sh i155 Rel 
“I ask You by all Your Names, with which You 


have named Yourself.” (Ahmad, and _ it is 
authentic.) 
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And another Hadith in which he # said to one of 
his companions who asked to be with him in 
Paradise: 


(int ts] MoE AS LS Ie toh 


“(You can) help me to help you in this matter by 
making frequent prostrations (non-obligatory 
prayers).” (Muslim) 

Or follow the example of the three persons who 
were trapped in a cave (by a fallen boulder) then 
they prayed to Allah mentioning their righteous 
deeds and Allah removed the rock and they were 
able to get out. 


It is permitted to pray for intercession to Allah by 
mentioning our love of Him or the love of the 
Messenger 3 and pious persons, since our love for 
them is also considered an act of righteousness. 
2. Forbidden forms of intercession: Praying to the dead, 
asking them for provisions and help, as is being done 
today. This is a major form of Shirk, as Allah says: 


de 


C4 e pete £ ACERS GF ABS! Ge 34, Ss Sor G- 
Sify CNS ofp Tra Ty ates YL all 99 94 ZS Ys > 
Kineblst 6 
“And invoke not besides Allah, any that neither 
profit you, nor hurt you, but if (in case) you did so, 
you shall certainly be one of the Dhdlimiin 

(polytheists and wrongdoers).” (10:106) 

3. As for praying to Allah by the Jah (rank, majesty and 
dignity) of the Messenger 38, such as saying: “Oh 
Lord, by the Jah (rank, majesty and dignity) of the 
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Messenger, heal me.” This is a heresy (Bid ‘ah) 
which was not practiced by the Prophet’s 
companions. When ‘Umar (during his caliphate) 
sought the prayers of ‘Abbas — the Prophet’s uncle — 
as his closest living relative, he did not pray (for 
rain) seeking the intercession of the Prophet 3 after 
his death. 


Prayer such as this could lead to Shirk if it is 
believed that Allah needs a human mediator like 
with a human prince or ruler, since this is comparing 
the Creator to His creation. 


Imam Abu Hanifah said: 
tal he ST Sf Sh Wes 1 8, 


“T dislike supplication to Allah through (or by) 
anyone other than Allah.” (Ad-Durr Al-Mukhtdr) 


Does any supplication to Allah require a human 
intermediary? 


No, a prayer does not require a human 
intermediary, as Allah says: 


= ™ «if *7 -¢@ 4 4 
$5 BG EE ale HNN 


“And when My slaves ask you (Oh Muhammad 3%) 
concerning Me, then (answer them), I am indeed 
near (to them by My Knowledge)...” (2:186) 


And the Hadith of the Prophet 3: 


as ag ata GR Me fo - ee o 
apa SAG Las Wg je OS 
(oi% 2155) [ake ici] 


“ 
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Q.3 


“Verily you all are calling upon One Who hears all 
and is near, and He is with you (by His 
Knowledge).” (Muslim) 


Is it permitted to ask for the prayer of those who 
are living? 
Yes, it is permitted to ask for the prayer of those 


who are living, but not from those who are dead. 
Allah said to the ae im he was alive): 


2Ay 5 nye 2a? cy 5 4, 9 7S ofy 
“And ask 2 teeenaie’ for your sins, and also for 


(the sins of) the believing men and believing 
women...” (47:19) 

A Hadith related by At-Tirmidhi says: A blind man 
came to the Prophet # and asked: “Pray to Allah to 
heal me.” 

What is the mediation of the Messenger 38? 

The mediation of the Messenger # is the 
transmission of Allah’s Message. Allah says: 


- 4 tmpery Ok 
45 EN GC AAA Ce > 
“Oh Messenger (Muhammad 3)! Proclaim (the 
Message) which has been sent down to you from 
your Lord...” (5:67) 


In response the companions testified saying [during 
the farewell Hajj (pilgrimage)]: 


° ae o, *S, oy - Fe Or 
[ads 0155] (ab IS SET ag ssp 


“We bear witness that you have transmitted (the 
Message of Allah).” 
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Q.5 


The Prophet 3 said: 
(Agel .4Ul» 
“Oh Allah, bear witness.” (Muslim) 


From whom may we seek the Messenger’s 3% 
intercession? 


We may seek the Messenger’s 38 intercession from 
Allah alone, as Allah says: 


~, WM ae a. Ze 4 
“Say: To Allah belongs all intercession...” (39:44) 
The Prophet 3 taught his companions to pray: 
e Reet her 2x it Deas gs 5%. oor 
[ee one SES Ghe'I 0155] (Ee Ani AAD 
“Oh Allah, grant him (the Prophet 32) intercession 


for me.” (At-Tirmidhi who said it is good and 
authentic.) 


The Prophet # also said: 

= ’ s a€ oe ie Gs aeet “ar 4 
Cog + OLAS es ay dslas 5469 is PL 
hey ty. Su fy fi tb Sy thet 

Se Yl Oe Oe oe cal + “a 
[Li 2155] (ES aL 
“T have withheld my prayer for intercession for my 
Ummah (followers) until the Resurrection Day, so 
— if Allah wills — it will be granted to whoever dies 


among my followers without associating anything 
with Allah.” (Muslim) 
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Q.6 May we request the intercession of the living? 


A. 


Q.7 


We may request the intercession of the living in our 
worldly aa only, as Allah says: 


oc 27 as o Ss ~ frre are ever 2 
Fe 
ced Oo hy roo ies 
is Ais 2 Sie z ae 


“Whosoever Pes. for a sunt cause attiee have 
the reward thereof, and whosoever intercedes for an 
evil cause will have a share in its burden...” (4:85) 


The Prophet # said: 

tht Bin Be “ eae se 8 
“Intercede for others and you will be rewarded.” 
(Abi Dawid, and it is authentic.) 


Should we be excessive in our praise for the 
Messenger 38? 


No, we should not be excessive in our praise for 
him, as Allah said to the Prophet 3: 


C5 SS App xXts “SUT E> 


“Say (Oh Muhammad 32): I am only aman like 
you. It has been inspired to me that your J/ah (God) 
is One J/ah (God —1.e. Allah).” (18:110) 


The Prophet said: 


“or 


‘re Bile ganatt Sy laais sbi is KS Sx hs Y 
oi 2 ai| Is pares (ts Ls L135 
[Ech alo] 
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Q.8 


“Do not exaggerate in praising me as the 
Christians did for the son of Mary, for I am only a 
servant. So say (he is) Allah’s servant and 
Messenger.” (Al-Bukhdri) 


(Exaggerated praise of a human being is called: “Uir@’) 
Who was the first human creation of Allah? 


The first human created by Allah was Adam, and 
the first thing created was the pen. Allah says: 


tab os 3 Kai GIEY > 


Z£e & 


“(Remember) when your Lord said to the angels: 
Truly, I am going to create man from clay.” (38:71) 


And as the Prophet 38 said: 
wie 6 e - er ae —_— Jt AB 
(NS cy Gl> eal cel se Sis) 


“You are all the children of Adam, and Adam was 
created from dust.” (Al-Bazzdr) 


The Prophet # also said: 
(all i GLE & J5l op 
[ame ne SG (he's 5515.9 0155] 
“The first thing created by Allah was the pen.” 


(Abii Dawid and At-Tirmidhi who said it is good 
and authentic.) 


Regarding the Hadith: 
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Cle 6 E5555 GE & Ugh 


“The first thing that Allah created was the light of 
your Prophet, oh Jabir.” 


It is a forgery, which contradicts the Qur’an 
Sunnah, reason and revelation. As-Suyit? said of it: 
This (Hadith) has no chain of narration. Al- 
Ghamari said of it: It is a forgery. Al-Albani says: 
It is rejected. 
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X. JIHAD (FIGHTING), WALA’ (LOYALTY) 
AND HUKM (RULE) 
Q.1 What is the status of Jihad for Allah’s sake in 
Islam? 


A. Jihad (fighting and struggle in the Cause of Allah) 
with one’s wealth, and speech, according to one’s 
ability is obligatory in Islam. Allah says: 


BSG Sl Lge VLG las Last 
ql J 


“March forth, whether you are light (being healthy, 
young and wealthy) or heavy (being ill, old and 
poor), strive hard with your wealth and your lives 
in the Cause of Allah.” (9:41) 


The Prophet # said: 
5 Ke e_ ee 1% os Lf os oo 4 - 
PSS pRtils NIGEL OS AA ytale 
[S513 91 3155 Ane 


“Fight against the idolaters with your wealth, lives 
and speech.” (That is: according to your ability.) 
(Abii Dawid, and it is authentic.) 


Q.2. What is Wala’ (friendship, loyalty)? 


A. Wald’ (friendship, loyalty) is love and help of the 
faithful believers. Allah says: 
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Q.3 


Q.4 


“The believers, men and women, are Awliyd’ 
(helpers, supporters, friends, protectors) of one 
another.” (9:71) 


The rs - said: 


oy 


wads AS ONS RU Bin 
[eles 6 55] 
“The faithful believers are as a brick structure, each 
supporting the other.” (Muslim) 
Is seeking the friendship and help of the 
disbelievers permitted? 


No, seeking the friendship and help of the 
disbelievers is not permitted. Allah says: 


Ceti Ks Ags 


“And if any amongst you takes them (the Christians 
and Jews) as Awliyd’, then surely he is one of 
them...” (5:51) 


The Prophet 3% said: 
12 ¥ ce Peeve ° “Gj «ae go ie % 
[ale 52%] GUL od edd OM 5 I SL 


“The people of such-and-such clan (a tribe of 
disbelievers) are not my supporters (Awliyd’).” (Al- 
Bukhari and Muslim) 


Who is a Wali (friend)? 


A Waii is a true believer, who fears and loves Allah 
very much. Allah says: 
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O53 2 a ye SEY ail asi) YT> 


tole le il 
“No doubt! Verily, the Awliyad’ of Allah, no fear 
shall come upon them nor shall they grieve. (They 
are) those who believe and fear Allah much (by 
abstaining from evil deeds and sins and by doing 
righteous deeds).” (10:62,63) 


The Prophet % said: 
[ale itt] «3 Seal ASL cs I (2g Lp 


“My only Wali is Allah and the most pious among 
the true believers.” (A/-Bukhdri and Muslim) 


Q.5 By what sources do the Muslims govern? 


A. 


Muslims govern by the laws laid down in the 
Qur’an and authentic Ahddith (traditions and 
actions of the Prophet). Allah says: 


4251 J3 st Coles eg ls } 


“And so judge (you Oh Muhammad 38) between 
them by what Allah has revealed...” (5:49) 


Allah’s Messenger 3& said: 
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oe nee ottr- - 3% Oe o 7 , at 
US I yddb 5G Gagll 3 cdl GES KIS 


3s 

ay | pSmecinl’s ail 
“Oh my people, I am but a human being. (Soon) 
my Lord’s Messenger will come to get me and I 
must answer him. I leave with you two great things, 
the first of them is Allah’s Book, containing 
guidance and light, so take Allah’s Book and hold 
fast to it.” 


He # urged them to act upon Allah’s Book and 
said: 


o- 2 of 
pie dios Cs “g)) 
fied ties ee Jal 


“And my family.” (Muslim) 
The Prophet 3 said: 


sigs @2KE65 be lat 3 opal a ESD 


3 a a ‘ 2 
(al 5 aL 9 < <I Oks 


PZ g, 3 


3 07 eo os ; — 
Jno ele GG BW AS; AU 2155] 
[ouals tJ 


“I am leaving two things with you that as long as 
you hold fast to them you will never go astray: The 
Book of Allah and the Sunnah (traditions, sayings 
and actions) of His Messenger.” (Malik, and graded 
authentic by Al-Albani and the checker of Jami‘ 
Al-Usool due to its supporting evidences.) 
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XI. LIVING ACCORDING TO THE QUR’AN 
AND HADITHS 


Q.1 Why did Allah reveal the Qur’an? 


A. 


Q.2 


Allah revealed the Qur’an so that it should be 


applied to our day to day lives, as Allah says: 


4535.2 SY LITIAT > 


“{Say (Oh Muhammad 3%) to these idolaters (pagan 
Arabs) of your folk:] Follow what has been sent 
down unto you from your Lord [The Qur’an and 


Prophet Muhammad’s Sunnah]...” (7:3) 
The Prophet 3 said: 


1g 1st V5 « (lest; Sa Isa) 


“4s 
Ae Tee 


as ol 9) a] 


“Read the Qur’4n and apply it, and do not make 


your living from it.” (Ahmad, and it is authentic.) 


in Islam? 


Applying authentic Ahadith is obligatory, as Allah 


i 


¢i Adm 7 Jor stl a # aca) “23e 
41 6 25 4 Ary swerriyey| Tay ® 


“And whatsoever the Messenger (Muhammad 3) 
gives you, take it, and whatsoever he forbids you, 


abstain (from it).” (59:7) 
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What is the status of applying authentic Hadiths 


Allah’s Messenger 38 said: 

ma z “as - FZ p> 017 

SH La ey Sd 
(acs 55 Re ly aici 23 


“You must stick to my Sunnah and the Sunnah of 
my rightly guided successors. Hold fast to it.” 
(Ahmad, and it is authentic.) 


Is the Qur’4n alone sufficient for us without the 
Hadiths? 


No, the Qur’an alone is not sufficient without the 
Hadiths. Allah said (to the Prophet 38): 


Co SEA A Ge Ss Sou 5h Hh > 


“And We have sent down unto you (Oh 
Muhammad 3%) the reminder and the advice (the 
Qur’an), that you may explain clearly to men what 
is sent down to them, and that they may give 
thought.” (16:44) 


The Prophet # said: 
Bee 842 2 As i + 
(sa they Oat Ess) la Y Vb 
[25285 3513 gl 8165 Weel 
“Indeed I have been given the Qur’an and along 


with it that which is like it.” (4ba Ddwiid and 
others, and it is authentic.) 


Q.4 Should we give priority to other opinions over 


A. 


the Word of Allah and His Messenger? 


No, we should not give other opinions priority over 
the Word of Allah and His Messenger, as Allah 


says: 
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LL 


{Aa 7 4 tc 


Mt ee 54 veers Bord 


“Oh you who believe! Do not be forward (i.e. 
hasten not to decide) before Allah and His 
Messenger #8...” (49:1) 


The Prophet 3 said: 
“0 5 , oul = ace: Ma o ¢ 
(De Awan cs O'pleees delb Yo 
asd 2135 Ain] 


“There is no obedience to the creatures, if it means 
disobeying the Creator.” (Ahmad, and it is authentic.) 


Ibn ‘Abbas said: 

3 *; % 4 ° 4 i ° s .oe 6 4 4 
see Me £e0% Bes hp Je eee fT AY 
doer’ Se>| 0195] Wey ey! JL [OSG 5 

(413 Jest 
“T see that they will be ruined, (that) I say: ‘The 
Prophet 3 said,’ and they reply, ‘but Aba Bakr and 


‘Umar said.’” (Ahmad, and Ahmad Shakir graded it 
authentic.) 


What should we do if we differ in the religious 
matters? 

We should refer to the Qur’dn and authentic 
Sunnah. As Allah says: 


7h of AZ Ase ot 3 one oe 
Eee eS al Setihls ail Sy ya's ov Ae: 4 of > 


LE 5cs, eas “5,3 it ait 


7 


G: 
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Q.6 


“And if you differ in anything amongst yourselves, 
refer it to Allah and His Messenger #, if you 
believe in Allah and in the Last Day. That is better 
and more suitable for final determination.” (4:59) 


The Prophet 38 said: 


ig REG GLa Yl gl poe dsp 


[SOY ery Whe 0155) (a) 25 a4 abl Sls 
“T am leaving two things with you, (and) you will 
never go astray if you hold fast to them: Allah’s 
Book and the Sunnah (traditions, sayings and 
actions) of His Messenger.” (Malik, and Al-Albani 
graded it authentic.) 


How do we demonstrate our love for Allah and 
His Messenger? 


We love Allah and His Messenger by obeying and 
following their commands. Allah says (to the 
Prophet 38): 


QU rr see she, ca Dee Leer hb 4 Ad oo 
DS Jas til Se Gal ail byes 2S yy Is ¥ 


2 it xin a 
as 59 ily S53 
“Say (Oh Muhammad % to mankind): ‘If you 
(really) love Allah then follow me (i.e. accept 
Islamic Monotheism, follow the Qur’an and the 
Sunnah), Allah will love you and forgive you your 
sins. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” 
(3231) 
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The Prophet 38 said: 
oly Jo cy Ct S351 S sik 


ae 


[ale Gat] Waaiacel Sl 095 


“None of you have perfect faith until you love me 


more than your father, son, and all of mankind.” 
(Al-Bukhdri and Muslim) 


Should we give up deeds and rely only on fate? 


No, we should not give up deeds, as Allah says: 


QA VES OSTLIEG OS LAE > 


“As for him who gives (in charity) and keeps his 
duty to Allah and fears Him, and believes in Al- 
Husna, We will make smooth for him the path of 
ease (goodness).” (92:5-7) 


The Prophet 3 said: 
34 on i “ a- % a - ° 
a) Sle US SE SS I glocin 
[eng & E0155] 


“Work (do deeds), for everyone will find easy that 
for which he was created.” (Al-Bukhdri and 
Muslim) 


He also said: 


ie o 3 dil a “ * a a 
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MBit LST Ob Ges V5 ail Gt 
‘he ie Sh te ‘a @ & _«& 
53 lisg Ns os... 2h yd 25 
neha Rae ot oie as as “7 :, es 02 
J cai SS Ole cab LA Gg al 543 

Css BE 1g] WOU 
“The strong believer is better and loved more by 
Allah than the weak believer, though both are good. 
Work hard for that which is beneficial for you and 
seek Allah’s help, and do not give up. If you are 
stricken by misfortune do not say: ‘If only I had 
done differently...,’ rather say, ‘That is what Allah 
decreed and He does as He wills.’ ‘If only’ opens 


the door to Satan’s work.” (Al-Bukhdri and 
Muslim) 


We learn from this Hadith that the believer whom 
Allah loves (most) is that one who has strong 
belief, works hard for that which is beneficial and 
seeks help from Allah. He will do all that he can 
with the help of worldly means. If thereafter he 
does not achieve the desired effect, he has no 
regrets, but is satisfied with that which Allah has 
decreed for him. He says: 


pad Gl ae Si 5 aS 8 HEE 4\ aK of Tukey 
4 SLEN cig tis tig S78 Be 


“And it may be that you dislike a thing which is 
good for you and that you like a thing which is bad 
for you. Allah knows but you do not know.” 
(2:216) 
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XII. SUNNAH AND BID‘AH (INNOVATION) IN 
THE RELIGION (ISLAM) 


Q.1 Are there good innovations in the religion 
(Islam)? 


A. No, there are no good innovations in the religious 
matters. The proof is Allah’s saying: 


4 “7 -?, oA “Ac 


C9 Gos fe EAM, Ss SS ZEST EST > 
46s Soyt"XS 


“This day I have perfected your religion for you, 


completed My favor upon you, and Iam pleased 
with Islam as your religion.” (5:3) 


The Prophet 3 aot 
Yr oe ee ° 37 o- se ae 
eae Goes JS ob coyYle obIA i 5 psp 


“ 


- # “ pr - “~ 


ae] Ou ni U2 a (USS ied, 4S, 

[ene5 {sll 0155 
“Beware of new things (in matters of faith) for 
every new thing (in faith) is innovation, every 
innovation is misguidance (error), and every 
misguidance (error) leads to the Hell-fire.” (An- 
NasG@’i and others, and it is authentic.) 


Q.2. What is innovation in the religion (Islam)? 


A. — An innovation in matters of religion is anything not 
based on evidence from the Islamic Law 
(Shari‘ah). Allah said in rebuke of the innovations 
of the idolaters: 
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we GALS SING wal Lye SD 
Cal 


“Or have they partners with Allah (false gods), 


who have instituted for them in religion that which 
Allah has not allowed?” (42:21) 


The sla a 32 said: 
(35 548 te GG te Cal 3 Sash cya) 


[ale path] 

“Whoever adds something new in our matter 
(religion of Islam) which was not part of it, it will 
be rejected.” (That is: It will not be accepted by 
Allah.) (Al-Bukhdri and Muslim) 


There are many different types of Bid‘ah 

(innovations). Among them are: 

(1) (Mukaffarah): Innovations which are 
rejection of the faith of Islam: Such as 
praying to the dead or those who are not 
present, and seeking their help by invoking 
them. For example, saying, “Oh so-and-so, 
help me,” to a person who is dead or absent. 

(i) (Muharramah): Forbidden innovations: 
Such as asking Allah’s favor through the 
intercession of deceased saints, performing 
Salah at gravesites or taking oaths there, 
and building tombs over them. 

(iii) (Makrihah): Disapproved innovations: 
Such as praying Dhuhr (the noon prayer) 
after praying Jumu ‘ah prayer, praying aloud 
for blessings upon the Prophet 3 after the 
call to prayer, etc. 
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Q.3 


Q.4 


Is there such a thing as Sunnah Hasanah in 
Islam? 


Yes, there is. Sunnah Hasanah are good practices 
(such as giving charity) which are sanctioned by 
the sources of Islam. Allah’s Messenger 38 said: 


ear (ie! as Be. BS “2 Eo LY B 5S 5 
ie Gat Se ot & & Le & 

3 e. 4 
[eee 2155] (seit Ars 


“Whoever introduces a good practice into Islam 
will have the reward for it, and the reward of those 
who follow his practice thereafter without 
decreasing anything of their reward.” (Muslim) 


When will Muslims be victorious? 


Muslims will achieve victory when they apply the 

Qur’an and Sunnah again in their lives, spread the 
teachings of Tawhid, avoid all the different forms 
of Shirk, and confront their enemies with 
everything at their disposal. Allah said: 


Ka oe il ta8 7 4s. #§e y 


“Oh you who believe! If you help (the cause of) 
Allah, He will help you, and make your foothold 
firm.” (47:7) 


Allah also says: 
a, te es es + Be oe Bie 
SLE Wey See II Ga ail 9 
Aa 2 


ws <oll eS << v2) WT GQ 3 oA “ase4 
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7 


‘i Sel aie 9g, 67 Be par > o-oo “ 2 a 
(8 OSL Ab seb] all as AGS 3 eis 
~ Prof 


(th gE Bits eye 


“Allah has promised those among you who believe, 
and do righteous good deeds, that He will certainly 
grant them succession (to the present rulers) in the 
earth, as He granted it to those before them, and 
that He will grant them the authority to practice 
their religion, that which He has chosen for them 
(i.e. Islam). And He will surely give them in 
exchange a safe security after their fear, (provided) 
they (believers) worship Me and do not associate 
anything (in worship) with Me.” (24:55) 


The Prophet 38 said: 


~@ 


[bes 2g] (2651 S3ai Oy) Vip 


“Strength is archery (i.e. shooting).” (Muslim) 
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XIII. THE PRAYER (INVOCATION) 
WHICH IS ANSWERED 
Allah’s Messenger # said: 


a“ 
o”~ P 


5 
a, 674 “Wes fF Kye Br 4 Air! op 
os wel): SLs Oj V5 os Ine Gle| LW» 


Se ol del oy Sue Gi Ble 


- Oe oF ee aug Wei y ° 3 oF 
SULT ¢ N5lia3 fA Jus «ise Si ele 
, sore of Os on ee ~ 26 #2 Cee. et ° $2 


° 
a “ 
“~ o af ra 


4 Sl I (Has oye IGS) eels 5 «GLES 
nen COM eee gee 
‘os ay Ol! Jars ol Site Cis) ple 


3 . 


ae y- 7 ae. ae Cae ep OA EF 
Cth 9 ged GAS (3 > o> 6S ps ) y 
x 


~ 
a5i 


, 7 L< ots 3$74-0F- i a Sgr es a 
(L435 431% aS GI 645 > 9 Aon dbl Cr 
[obs Ofl5 Leal 2155 An] 


If a worshipper is struck by grief or sorrow and 
says this prayer, Allah will drive away his grief and 
sorrow and give him happiness in its place: 


“Allah I am Your slave, the son of Your male and 
female slaves, my forelock is in Your Hand, Your 
Decision is effective over me, and just is Your 
Judgement. I ask You by each of Your Names by 
which You have called Yourself or revealed in 
Your Book, or which You have taught to one of 
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Your creatures, or which You have chosen to keep 
in Your Secret Knowledge, to make the Qur’dn the 
joy of my heart, the light of my eyes, the removal 
of my grief and that which drives-away my sorrow, 
thus replacing it with happiness.” (Ahmad and Ibn 
Hibbdn, and it is authentic.) 


Prayer of Yanus (Jonah) in the belly of the whale: 
hap 2 KS) COSA IH Y> 


“Ld ildha illa Anta [none has the right to be 
worshipped but You (Oh Allah), glorified (and 
exalted) are You [above all that (evil) they 
associate with You]. Truly, I have been of the 
wrongdoers.” (21:87) 


“AH. 6 e . ° ° FF & = B-7 9% 
lS! VI elt ob alee de le Fb lo 
[oe aS th Se 4) “il 
“A Muslim man does not supplicate with this 


prayer except that Allah will answer it.” (Ahmad 
and others, and it is authentic.) 


If the Prophet 38 was sorrowful he used to pray: 
2 bFte Mow Oo ah eae ite i ar 
LSA 055 Sos Cael Ae, 0B G LS 


“Ever Living, Everlasting (Allah), in Your Mercy I 
seek help.” (At-Tirmidhi and it is good.) 
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